
Welcome to worship at St. John. Today, January 22, 2023, we 
observe the 3rd Sunday after Epiphany with Divine Service Setting 
Four. We are pleased to provide this outline for your participation 
at home. We pray that you will be able to join us in person soon.  
 

Prelude    “I Heard the Bell on Christmas Day”                                       Moya Newman on keyoard 

 

Hymn of Invocation    “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”                                                        LSB 839 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C   who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C   Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into 

Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your 

Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
Introit Psalm 22:27–31; antiphon: v. 22 

P I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

C in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

P All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, 

C and all the families of the nations shall worship before you. 

P For kingship belongs to the LORD, 

C and he rules over the nations. 

P All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; 

C before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, even the one who could not keep himself alive. 

P Posterity shall serve him; 

C it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation; 

P they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, 

C that he has done it. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 

    Goodwill from God in heaven 



    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

    We praise and bless You, Father; 

    Your holy name, we sing— 

    Our thanks for Your great glory, 

    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  

2 To You, O sole-begotten, 

    The Father’s Son, we pray; 

    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

    You take our sins away. 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

    Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated 

    At God’s right hand on high— 
  

3 For You alone are holy; 

    You only are the Lord. 

    Forever and forever, 

    Be worshiped and adored; 

    You with the Holy Spirit 

    Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory. 

    “Amen!” our glad reply. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C   And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of  

     Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  

     You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:1–4 
There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of 

Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond 

the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 

in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

For the yoke of his burden,  and the staff for his shoulder,  the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the 

day of Midian. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

     C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm                                                                                                               A portion of Psalm 27 
P The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

C   The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

P Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and | answer me! 

C   You have said, “Seek my face.” 
P My heart says to you, “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 

C   Hide not your face from me. Turn not your servant away in anger, 
P O you who have been my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, 

C   O God of my salvation! 

 



Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:10–18 
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no 

divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For it has been reported 

to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I mean is that each one of you 

says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was 

Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you 

except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the 

household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send 

me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power. For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 4:12–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 

C   Glory to You, O Lord. 
When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went and 

lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet 

Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of 

death, on them a light has dawned.” 

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, 

casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 

fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on from there he saw two other 

brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their 

nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 

and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and 

they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, 

epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, 

and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

      and of all things visible and invisible. 

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds,  God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; ho for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living      

     and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 



     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the    

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day    “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”                                     LSB 849 
 

Sermon     Alien Invasion                                                                            Text: Isaiah 9:1-4 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Let us pray for the Church here and around the world, that God’s light would shine through us, attracting many 

who still walk in the darkness of their own making, and uniting in faith and confession all who trust in Christ 

their Lord. 

C   Light of the world, use Your Church to enlighten those who live in this world’s darkness, and enable 

our brothers and sisters to find in their Savior the true source of peace and concord. 
P Let us pray for governments local and national, that God would open leaders’ eyes to see opportunities for 

peace between nations and safety and concord among their citizens. 

C   Light come to us from above, we ask that You guide, protect, and defend elected officials, police in 

our communities, and troops deployed, that peace may break out and the Church may prosper. 
P Let us pray for those near and dear to us, [including . . .]. Lord Jesus, 

C   source of light and health and peace, hear the prayers of all who call to You in their illnesses, 

sorrows, and grief. Shine on them in blessings and peace so that faith may remain firm until it is replaced 

by sight. 
P Let us pray for expectant parents, helpful counselors, and resourceful agencies as they seek to help families 

be nurseries of growth in body, soul, and mind. 

C   By Your gracious visitation, give them strength, increase their love, and provide unexpected joy in 

their service to You and the people around them. 
P Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C   Amen. 
 

Offering 
 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C   And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 

overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 



Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-

begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

You manifested the fullness of Your glory in human flesh. 

We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us. Grant us faithfully to eat His 

body and drink His blood so that we may one day behold Your glory face to face. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

   Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, 

    Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

    as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

    and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  who trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

    For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C   Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
 

Distribution Hymns    “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                  LSB 411 

                                        “The People That in Darkness Sat”                           LSB 412 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
 

Post Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 



The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart    “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                                                                     LSB 649 
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